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was publicly known. Further details Your Majesty will learn from
the depositions of these men.

Two frigates have been sent out, one to New Spain and the other
to Honduras, to bid the fleets come on. These vessels left here on
June 15...

... Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's servant,

Alonso Suarez de Toledo (Rubric).

Document No. 391
[Licentiate  Francisco   Marques  de  Villalobos2  to  the
Crown, Jamaica, June 27, 1586]
(p. i)                                        t
Catholic Royal Majesty . . .
(p. 3) ... A large English ship, 100 tons, with a pinnace, came to
the north coast of this island and was by storm driven ashore;3 and
by the time this became known only two Englishmen were to be
found, for the rest had died. One of these is named Duarte and what
I could learn and understand from him was:
That June i,4 1585, they left England from a port called Fal-
mouth, from which cleared four ships and two pinnaces. As pilot
1 A. del., 2-5-1/20, Patronato 265, item44. i 1/2 pliegos, original. There are en-
closed with this document the records (3 pliegos) of certain proceedings held at
Santiago de la Vega in respect to *two English taken at Point Negril.' This docu-
ment shows that on December 7, 1585, the abbot was officially informed that two
or three Englishmen who were not catholics, had landed on the north coast. One
was dead and two survived. He proceeded to investigate. Witnesses whom he
examined tell of a naval duel off Negril between a French ship and the English
vessel. The latter won the fight. The Englishman examined 'spoke thickly and
knew no Latuu* Apparently he declined to answer questions as to his religious
convictions, and once broke in with: *So much commending to God! Hang me and
have done with it!'
2 Abbot of Jamaica.
3 Observe that the event occurred prior to December 7, 1585, when the sur-
vivors' depositions were taken. They might well have been set ashore the preceding
summer.
* Grenville's expedition cleared from Plymouth, not Falmouth, on April 9, not
June i, and consisted of five sail, not four, with two pinnaces.